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STAIRS:  
If you have teenage kids, squeaks in your floors and stairs might be just what you want, so you 
know when they come in a night.  However, if you are trying to get a good night's sleep or just 
want some peace and quite, squeaky floors and stairs can be quite aggravating.  Many times a 
handy homeowner is capable of eliminating these irritants to the ears. 

  
Squeaks in stairs develop when the treads and risers 
that are joined together become loose.  Walking on the 
stairs simply causes the movement of these two compo-
nents against each other resulting in the squeak.  
The figure to the right illustrates two methods of elimi-
nating squeaks in stairs if you have access to the under-
side.   
1. Daub the end of small wood shims with carpenter's 
glue and gently hammer them into the joints of the 
treads and risers that are loose.   
2. Apply carpenter's glue to the back of a small wood 
block and 
fasten it to 
the corner of 

the tread and riser with screws. 
  
 
If you do not have access to the underside of the 
stairs the following method can be used:  Cut a piece 
of 3/4 Inch-rad. quarter-round molding the width of the 
stairway.  Apply carpenter's glue to the back of the the 
molding and nail it to the joint of the tread and riser.  ' 
Very thin shims can also be used on the top 
side.  Simply cut the exposed portion off with a razor 
knife.  This may be a simpler approach but tends to be 
less attractive.  
 
 

FLOORS:  
The majority of squeaks in floors are caused by loose floorboards, subflooring, and floor joists as 
a result of settlement and shrinkage. Most of these squeaks can be easily eliminated or greatly 
reduced. 
 
Temporary relief from squeaks in plank type floors can often be obtained by brushing a little 
graphite or talcum powder into the joints of the flooring where the squeaks are coming from. 
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